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Sir: 

This is a Reply to the Office Action mailed October 15, 2009 in the above- 
identified patent application. 

Obviousness Rejections 

The rejection of claims 4, 7 and 11 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Grimberg 
et al., US 5,609,821 and Feasey et al., US 5,130,053; and the rejection of claim 8 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Grimberg et al. and Feasey et al. in view of Vogele 
et al., US 4,104,024, are each respectfully traversed. 

The presently claimed invention is a method of sterilizing a foodstuff 
packaging material by passing the packaging material through a dip bath liquid 
comprising hydrogen peroxide and 200-500 ppm of a foodstuff-compatible 
phosphonic acid. As claimed, the dip bath liquid is one which has previously 
been used to sterilize the packaging material. This previous use of the dip bath 
liquid results in contamination in the dip bath liquid in the form of packaging 
material residues. Surprisingly, however, Applicants have discovered that such 
contaminated hydrogen peroxide treated with 200-500 ppm of the phosphonic 


